Alison Higgins Merrill

Susquehanna University Cell Phone: (703) 303-0708
Department of Political Science Office Phone: (570) 372-4181
514 University Avenue Email: merrill@susqu.edu
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania Website: alisonhmerrill.com
17870-1350

Employment

Susquehanna University, Associate Professor. August 2025 - present

Susquehanna University, Assistant Professor. August 2018 - August 2025

Education
Ph.D. Political Science, Texas A&M University, 2018.

Fields: American Politics, Political Methodology
Committee: Joseph Daniel Ura (Chair), Paul M. Kellstedt, Scott J. Cook, Matthew E.K. Hall
(University of Notre Dame) and Robert K. Goidel

Dissertation: The Dynamics of Issue Attention on the United States Supreme Court

B.A. Political Science, Virginia Tech, 2011

Additional Training

2017. Empirical Implications of Theoretical Modeling (EITM) Summer Institute. University of California,
Berkeley. June 26 - July 14, 2017.

2015. ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research (Introduction to Applied
Bayesian Modeling, Advanced Bayesian Models, Scaling and Dimensional Analysis). June 22 - August
14, 2015.

Peer Reviewed Publications

Conway, Nicholas D., Alison Higgins Merrill, and Joseph Ura. “Public Opinion and the U.S. Supreme
Court.” 2024. In Research Handbook of Judicial Politics, Michael P. Fix and Matthew D. Montgomery,
eds.

Haglin, Kathryn M., Soren Jordan, Alison Higgins Merrill, and Joseph Daniel Ura. 2021. “Ideology and
Public Support for the Supreme Court.” Political Research Quarterly 74(4): 955-969

Merrill, Alison Higgins, Nicholas D. Conway, and Joseph Daniel Ura. 2017. “Confidence and Constraint:
Public Opinion, Judicial Independence and the Roberts Court.” Washington University Journal of
Law and Policy. 54(1):

Ura, Joseph Daniel and Alison Higgins Merrill. 2017. “The Supreme Court and Public Opinion.” In The
Ozxford Handbook of U.S. Judicial Behavior, eds. Lee Epstein and Stefanie A. Lindquist. New York,
NY: Oxford University Press.
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Other Publications

Haglin Kathryn M., Soren Jordan, Alison Higgins Merrill, and Joseph Daniel Ura. 2022. “Americans Don’t
Trust the Supreme Court and that’s Dangerous.” Washington Post - The Monkey Cage (Article),
October 10, 2022

Forthcoming

Haglin, Kathryn M., Soren Jordan, Alison Higgins Merrill and Joseph Daniel Ura. “Analyzing the Evidence:
The Dynamics of Subjective Ideological Evaluations of the U.S. Supreme Court.” Chapter forthcoming
in American Government: Power and Purpose, Stephen Ansolabehere, Hahrie Han, Kenneth Shepsle,
and Benjamin Ginsberg, eds. W.W. Norton & Co.

In Preparation

Drole, Cody A., Alison Higgins Merrill, and Jessica A. Schoenherr. “Breaking the Legal Stalemate: How
Membership Changes Shift Stakeholder Strategies at the U.S. Supreme Court”

Merrill, Alison Higgins. “Dynamic Issue Attention and Agenda Setting on the U.S. Supreme Court.”

In Progress

Haglin, Kathryn M., Soren Jordan, Alison Higgins Merrill, and Joseph Daniel Ura. “Barret Not Dobbs:
What Broke Diffuse Support for the Supreme Court?”

Merrill, Alison Higgins and Jessica A. Schoenherr. “The Changing Value of Experience and Credentials
when Appearing Before the Supreme Court.”

Merrill, Alison Higgins and Samanth Zuhlke. “Know Thy Neighbor: Ideological Distance and Strategic
Decision-Making on the U.S. Supreme Court.”

Haglin, Kathryn M., Soren Jordan, Alison Higgins Merrill and Joseph Daniel Ura. “Too Liberal, Too
Conservative, or Just About Right?: The Dynamics of Subjective Ideological Evaluations of the U.S.
Supreme Court.”

Merrill, Alison Higgins and Nicholas D. Conway. “SCOTUS Interruptus: The Effect of Interruptions on
U.S. Supreme Court Opinion Authorship.”

Merrill, Alison Higgins. “Selecting on the Economy? Economic Issues, Public Opinion and the Supreme
Court.”

Conway, Nicholas D., Alison Higgins Merrill and Joseph Daniel Ura. “Competing Public Agency: Public
Opinion, Separation of Powers, and Judicial Review.”

Ura, Joseph Daniel and Alison Higgins Merrill. “Signals or Noise? The Influence of Judicial Ideology and
Public Opinion on Supreme Court Reversals and Affirmances.”

Conference Proceedings

Invited Presentations and Workshops

Cultivating Networks and Innovative Scholarship in Law and Courts Workshop at Wesleyan University,
June 8 to 10, 2022. Funded by the National Science Foundation
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Facilitating Studies of Judicial Behavior on Constitutional Courts from a Comparative Perspective. Texas
A&M School of Law, May 11-12, 2018. Funded by the National Science Foundation

Presentations
American Political Science Association — 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2018, 2017, 2016
Midwest Political Science Association — 2024, 2023, 2022, 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015
Southern Political Science Association — 2024, 2023, 2019, 2014
Text as Data Conference — October 2018

Discussant and Chair
American Political Science Association — 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2018
Midwest Political Science Association — 2023, 2022, 2019
Southern Political Science Association — 2023, 2014

NSF Conference on Facilitating Studies of Judicial Behavior — May 2018

Teaching Experience

Susquehanna University
POLI 411: Constitutional Law — Institutional Powers and Constraints
POLI 412: Constitutional Law — Civil Rights & Civil Liberties
POLI 215: Law & Politics
POLI 205: Research Methods 1
POLI 305: Research Methods II
POLI 501: Senior Capstone
POLI 111: American Politics

Texas AEM University
Course Instructor
POLS 357: National Judicial Politics
POLS 206: American Government & Politics

Teaching Assistant
POLS 602: Quantitative Political Analysis I - Regression (with Paul M. Kellstedt)
POLS 603: Quantitative Political Analysis IT - Maximum Likelihood Estimation (with Scott J. Cook)
POLS 209: Introduction to Political Research (with Paul M. Kellstedt and Kim Quaile Hill)

ICPSR
Teaching Assistant

Time Series Analysis II: Advanced Topics (with Paul M. Kellstedt and Mark Pickup)
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Professional Development & Service

Department Service
Legal Studies Major and Minor Coordinator, Susquehanna University, August 2018 - present
Member, Search Committee for Criminal Justice, Susquehanna University, Spring 2023, Fall 2023
Member, Search Committee for Psychology, Susquehanna University, Fall 2022 - Spring 2023
Member, Search Committee for Sociology - Law & Crime, Susquehanna University, January 2020 - December

2020, Fall 2022

University Service

Director, Arlin Adams Center for Law and Society, Susquehanna University, July 2019 - present
Inclusive Teaching and High Impact Practices Working Group, Susquehanna University, June 2019 - present

(selected by University President and Provost)

Service to the Discipline
Law & Courts Listserv Moderator (with Matthew Baker and Adam Rutkowski), July 2024 - present
Law & Courts Executive Committee, September 2025 - present
Member Best Journal Article Award Committee, 2025

Member of Best Graduate Student Paper Award Committee, 2023, 2024

Reviewer

Journal of Law € Courts; Journal of Politics; Political Research Quarterly; Political Science Research
& Methods; Political Behavior; Social Science Quarterly; Law & Politics Book Review; Law and Science
Program, National Science Foundation

Invited Talks and Other Media

“Previewing the Supreme Court’s Next Term,” Policy and Politics Speaker Series, Bucknell University.
October 26, 2023

“Understanding Dynamics of Specfic Support for the U.S. Supreme Court,” Center for American Political
Responsiveness speaker series, Penn State University. March 28, 2023

“Making Sense of the 2021 Supreme Court Term” On the Mark WKOK radio interview. October 13, 2022

“How the Supreme Court Shapes (and is Shaped) by its Public Support,” Nikanen Center’s The Science of
Politics podcast. July 15, 2020

“The Supreme Court and Legitimacy,” for Dr. Jessica Schoenherr’s Judicial Politics class, University of
South Carolina. March 26, 2021

“Looking Ahead on the Supreme Court’s Docket and the Effect on Public Policy,” Policy and Politics
Speaker Series, Bucknell University. September 28, 2021



Alison Higgins Merrill 5

Honors and Awards

Recipient, Faculty Development Mini-Grant, Susquehanna University, Summer 2019
Recipient, Center for Teaching and Learning Travel Grant, Susquehanna University, Summer 2019

Recipient, Graduate Student Travel Award for the 2017 Conference for the Society of Political Methodology,
National Science Foundation, 2017 (declined).

Recipient, Summertime for Advancement in Research (STAR) Award, Texas A&M University, 2017.
Recipient, College of Liberal Arts Professional Development Grant, Texas A&M University, 2015.

Recipient, College of Liberal Arts Professional Development Grant, Texas A&M University, 2014 (declined).

Memberships

American Political Science Association, Member, 2012-present.
Law and Courts section
Political Methodology section
Elections, Public Opinion and Voting Behavior section
Midwest Political Science Association, Member, 2012-present.

Southern Political Science Association, Member, 2014-present.

Skills & Development

Workshops

2019. ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research (Advanced Dynamics in Panel
Data taught by Andrew Q. Phillips and Mark Pickup), July 2 - 4, 2019, Vancouver, BC.

2015. Workshop in Empirical Modeling of Theory. Texas A&M University, taught by Rob Franzese. August
21 - 23, 2015.

2014. Causal Inference. Texas A&M University, Winter Institute in Methods, taught by Teppei Yamamoto
and Chad Hazlett. January 8 - 10, 2014.

Research Certification

IRB Human Subjects Training Certification.

Software € Programming

Intermediate: IMTEX, STATA, R, SPSS, Excel
Beginner: WinRATS, JAGS, WinBUGS

Last updated: January 30, 2026



